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(54) Tltie: NUCLEAR FUEL ASSEMBLY COMPRISING AN INTERNAL REINFORCEMENT DEVICE 

(54) Utre : ASSEMBLAGE DE COMBUSTIBLE NUCLEAIRE COMPRENANT UN DISPOSITIF INTERIEUR DE RENFORT 

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a nuclear fuel assembly (1), comprising a group 
of nuclear fuel rods (3), arranged in an essentially regular network and a support skeleton 
(5), with two end plates (7, 9), guide mbes (1 1), connecting the end plates, and rod sup- 
port grids (13), fixed to the guide tubes. The assembly further comprises a reinforcement 
device (21), for the support skeleton (5), arranged between two successive support grids 
(13) and Oxed to guide tubes (11). The reinforcement device (21) is arranged within a 
group of rods (3) with a transversal extent less than that of the network of nuclear fiiel 
rods (3). The above is of application in pressurised water reactor assemblies. 
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(57) Abrege : Cet assemblage de combustible nucl^aire (1) comprend un groupe de 
crayons de combustible nucl^aire (3) disposes en un r6seau sensiblement it^gulier et un 
squelette de support (5) ayant : - deux embouts (7, 9), - des tubes guides (11) reliant les 
embouts, et - des grilles (13) de maintien des crayons fix^s aux tubes guides. D com- 
prend au moins un dispositif (21) de renfort du squelette de support (5) dispos6 entre 
deux grilles de maintien (13) successives et fixe k des tubes guides (11). Le dispositif 
de renfort (21) est dispose h I'int^rieur du groupe de crayons (3) et a une etendue trans- 
versale inf^rieure k celle du reseau de crayons de combustible nucl^aire (3). Application 
aux assemblages pour r6acteurs k eau sous pression. 
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